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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (It known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE “ ' 

DESCRIPTION : The Rosehill Cemetery Administration building and 
entry gate is sited on the east edge of Rosehill Cemetery facing 
on to Ravenswood Av. in the 58 OO block north. It is the main entry 
to the 550 acre cemetery located in the northwest Chicago community 
of Lakeview. 

The arched entry gate is centrally located between two other sections 
of the building which house offices to the north, and shops and 
maintenance space to the south. The building is 200* long and 
averages 40| in width, constructed of Joliet limestone block, and 
is two stories in .height, with a three-story bell tower on the south 
side of the entry gate. Its outstanding decorative features are the 
turrets, battlements, and gothic inspired lancet windows. Interior 
spaces have been totally remodelled but the exterior remains 
essentially unchanged from the original. 

HISTORY: Rosehill Cemetery, the largest non-sectarian cemetery in the 

Chicago metropolitan area, was incorporated February 11, 1859 by a 
special charter from the Illinois Legislature. Among its 
incorporators were William B. Ogden, first mayor of Chicago, and 
Major John ff. Kinzie, son of the first white settler in Chicago. 

In 1864 the City Council of Chicago passed an ordinance prohibiting 
further burials in the Chicago City Cemetery (now Lincoln Park) and 
called for removal of the remains of persons interred there. A large 
number of these graves were removed to Rosehill. By 1894 there were 
more than 25,000 burials at Rosehill and by 1959 the number exceeded 
142,000. 

Of the many notable Chicagoans who are buried at Rosehill, there are 
13 of Chicago’s former mayors, a former vice-president (Dawes), 
and several of the most famous names in the fields of commerce, 
industry and mercantilism. , 

The Administration building and gate were designed by William W. 
Boyington and constructed in 1864. The Castellated style was 
apparently a personal favorite of the architect who designed several 
structures in this manner prior to the Chicago fire of l 8 ?l f most 
notable being the Chicago Water Tower on Michigan Av., the city’s 
most famous landmark. The Rosehill design predates the Water Tower 
by five years. 

William W. Boyington, (1839— L 898 ), Fellow of the American Institute 
of Architects, born in Springfield, Mass., studied in New York under 
a Professor Stone, came to Chicago while still a teenager and soon 
began the practice of architecture, completing a major work on the 
old University of Chicago campus in 1859 when he was only 20 years old. 
Many of Boyington’s works were destroyed in the fire of l8?l but he 
continued to participate in the rebuilding of the city designing 
various types of structures including religious, public and 
commercial buildings. 
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Interviews with Cemetery Officials. 

Numerous publications printed for the 100 year Anniversary by 
the Cemetery Association, taken from original record material. 

hical Dictionary of American Architects Deceased, 1970 » Withey 



Andreas History of Chicago, Vol.2 




Thom-s G. Yanul, 8c Paul Sprague, Field Survey 
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Chief, Office of Archeology and tilatoric Preservation 









ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 



STATE IU.IBOIS 

Date Entered APR 2 A 



Name 



Location 



Chicago 6 North Western Dap©* 



j Roeehill Cemetery Administration Building 
A Entry Gat* 



VllMtta 
Cook County 

Chicago 
Cook County 



Jacksonville Stata Hospital (tain Building Jacksonville 

Morgan County 



Also Notified 

Hon. Charles H. Percy 
Hon. Adlal E. Stevenson , III 
Hon. Abner J. Mlkva 
Hon. Sidney R. Tates 
Hon. Paul Findlay 



Regional Director, Midvest Region 
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Stata Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Anthony Dean 
Director, Dept, of Conservation 
602 State Office Building 
400 South Spring Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
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cc: Mr. Crecco 



